
Lesson/Readings Topical Headings Discussion Questions
Lesson 1
· Introductions
· Distribute Materials
· Discuss Eucharist 
  Lecture Series
Lesson 2
Pgs 137 -  153
Salt of the Earth 
up to but not including
The New Authority

· Salt of the Earth 
· Light of the World
· Shining for God
· The Eternal Law
· The Essence of the Law
· The Law of the Gospel

1. When discussing “The Salt of the Earth” there are three attributes of salt that are discussed.  
Which of the three meant the most to you?  Why?
2. What did Jesus mean when he said we are the light of the world.  Which of the three 
characteristics of a light do you possess?  Which one do you think you should be after reading the 
text?
3. Jesus says to let your light be seen, why?
4. What is meant when Jesus refers to "the Law"?  What group was he referring to?   Are Canon Law 
and the rubrics too much?

Lesson 3
Pgs 154 -  179
The New Authority
up to but not including
The Bond which must not be 
Broken

· The New Authority 
· The New Standard
· The Forbidden Anger
· Words of Insult
· The Insurmountable Barrier
· Make Peace in Time
· The Forbidden Desire
· The Surgical Cure

1. What is it about the way Jesus speaks that demonstrates his authority?
2. How does Jesus raise the bar on the "Law"?
3. Why is it that only God can judge us?  Why are people wrong in saying, "Don't judge me"?
4. Why should we never look with contempt on anyone for whom Christ died?
5. How has your understanding of "Thou Shall not kill" been changed by the reading?

Lesson 4
Pgs 179 -  206
The Bond which must not be 
Broken
up to but not including
The Reward Motive in the 
Christian Life

· The Bond which must not be 
  Broken
· The Bond which can not be 
  Broken
· The Bond which can not be 
  Broken
· A Word is a Pledge
· The End of Oaths
· The Ancient Law
· The End of Resentment and 
  of Retaliation
· Gracious Giving
· Christian Love
· Christian Love

1. The text discusses marriage and divorce in Greek and Roman times.  Does this have any 
relevance to our current times?  
2. There are some today who refuse any form of an oath because of Matthew 5:33-37.  Did the 
discussion in the book make you more or less comfortable with this?
3. Throughout history, and still today, people use Leviticus 24:19-20, "Eye for eye, tooth for tooth” to 
justify vengeance.  Does Leviticus indeed provide justification for personal vengeance?  
4. Jesus says turn the other cheek.  This is difficult for many to abide.  Does the discussion in the text 
help you better understand this saying of Jesus?
5. In English the word “love” has many meanings for which the Greeks used four different words.  
When Jesus says, “Love your enemies” the Greek text uses the word agapē .  Does the discussion 
about agapē  help you better understand Jesus' message?

Sermon on the Mount 



Lesson/Readings Topical Headings Discussion Questions
Lesson 5
Pgs 206 -  227
The Reward Motive in the 
Christian Life
up to but not including
The Disciples Prayer

· The Reward Motive in the  
  Christian Life
· Right Things from the Wrong
  Motive
· How not to Give
· The Motives of Giving
· How not to Pray
· How not to Pray
· How not to Pray

1. Barclay says, “The rewards of the Christian life are rewards only to the spiritually minded person.”  
Do you agree?  Does this mean a Christians rewards are only in heaven?
2. Jesus says, “Take care not to demonstrate how good you are in the presence of men.”  Earlier in 
Matthew 5:16 Jesus says, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works.”  
Are the two contradictory?  If so how, if not why?
3. What is the Right Motive to do the Right Things?
4. The text outlines three motives why people give; duty, prestige and because they have to.  Are 
there other reasons given?  Why do you give?
5. Jesus talks to and the book enumerates seven faults in the ways Jews of that day prayed.  What 
did you learn while reading this? 

Lesson 6
Pgs 228 -  268
The Disciples Prayer
up to but not including
How not to Fast

· The Disciples Prayer
· The Father in Heaven
· The Father in Heaven
· The Father in Heaven
· The Hallowing of the Name
· The Prayer for Reverence
· God's Kingdom and God's Will
· God's Kingdom and God's Will
· Our Daily Bread
· Our Daily Bread
· Forgiveness Human and Divine
· Forgiveness Human and Divine
· The Ordeal of Temptation
· The Attack of Temptation
· The Attack of Temptation
· The Defense Against Temptation

1. What is/was your favorite part of Barclay’s commentary on the Lord’s Prayer? 
2. The phrase “kingdom of God” appears repeatedly in the New Testament.  Our readings this week 
suggest that in the Our Father, Jesus offered a definition of this critically important concept.  What 
impact has this had on your thinking?
3. “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us” seems simple enough.  
We beseech God’s forgiveness and oblige ourselves to forgive others.  The readings suggest that the 
“as we forgive” has a deeper meaning.  A meaning that we are asking forgiveness to the same extent 
and in the same proportion that we forgive.  How has knowledge of this deeper meaning affected 
you?
4. There are four possible meanings offered for the “daily bread” other than simply sustenance.  
Which of these five (including the food) meanings appeals most to you?  Why?
5. The text lists five kinds of attacks of temptation and four defenses.  Which of these nine 
discussions can you relate most closely to from your own life experiences?



Lesson/Readings Topical Headings Discussion Questions
Lesson 7
Pgs 268 -  286
How not to Fast
up to but not including
The Exclusive Service

· How not to Fast
· How not to Fast
· The True Fasting
· The True Treasure
· Treasure in Heaven
· The Distorted Vision
· The Necessity of the 
  Generous Eye

1. Barclay offers five reasons for fasting: health, self-disciple, not becoming slaves to habit, 
preserving the ability to do without and appreciating things all the more.  Catholic teaching is that 
fasting is considered "a function of the virtue of temperance and bears a relation to the promotion of 
man's spiritual well-being."  Is Barclay missing something or do his five reasons cover the essence of 
Catholic teaching?
2. Fasting is not a part of many peoples lives today, as it was in ancient times nor even in medieval 
times nor even in the first half of the last century.  Do you fast outside of Lent and Advent?  If you do, 
do you find it spiritually rewarding?
3. Barclay suggests that Matthew 6:19-21 is two thoughts.  First don’t vest your happiness in things 
and secondly gather treasures in heaven.  Frequently, these verses are discussed as if Jesus had 
meant don’t gather treasures on earth but rather gather treasures in heaven.  Which approach to 
these verses has more meaning for you?
4. Matthew 6:22-23 is not as well known as many of Jesus’ teachings from the Sermon 
on the Mount.  Perhaps the reason lies in the translation of the Greek word haplous .
Various translations of the Bible have is as “if your eye is clear”, “if your eye 
is sound”, “if your eye is single” and “if your eye is perfect.”  What do you think 
of Barclay’s translation of “if your eye is generous”?
5. In a similar manor, Barclay translates the Greek ponērous  as “grudging.”  New American 
Bible (US Conference of Bishops) translates it as “bad.”  King James has it as “evil.”  The 
Revised Standard Version translates the word as “not sound.”  What do you think about the 
lack of consistent translation of these two verses?

Lesson 8
Pgs 286 -  306
The Exclusive Service
up to but not including
The Truth and the Hearer

· The Exclusive Service
· The Place of Material
  Possesions
· The Two Great Questions
  About Possesions
· The Forbidden Worry
· Worry and its Cure
· The Folly of Worry
· No One Should Judge

1. Does the discussion about slaves and the use of that word rather than “serve” add meaning to 
Matthew 6:24 for you?  Why?
2. The text discusses Jesus’ three teachings about possessions; all things belong to God, people are 
more important than things and wealth is a subordinate good.  Which of these three teachings is 
most relevant to your life?  Why?
3. Many people find Jesus’ command to not worry about ones life but rather to trust in God a difficult 
command to follow.  Is this command difficult or easy for you?  
(FYI, The US Conference of Bishops’ New American Bible translates it just as Barclay does, “do not 
worry about your life.”) 
4. Our book lists seven arguments and defenses that Jesus gives against worry.  Do any of these 
particularly help you?
5. Many people also find Jesus’ admonition concerning judging others difficult to follow.  Our text 
gives three reasons not to judge others.  Are any of the three particularly helpful to you?
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Lesson 9
Pgs 306 -  338
The Truth and the Hearer
up to but not including
Love in Action

· The Truth and the Hearer
· Reaching Those Who are 
  Unfit to Hear
· The Charter of Prayer
· The Everest of Ethics
· The Golden Rule of Jesus
· Life at the Crossroads
· The False Prophets
· Known by their Fruits
· The Fruits of Falseness
· On False Pretences
· The Only True Foundation

1. What did you think of Barclay’s speculation concerning “holy” versus “earring” and the discussion 
that followed?  See also the footnote to Matthew 6:7 in the New American Bible.
2. Did you find the discussion about The Charter of Prayer comforting or demanding?
3. Barclay’s discussion of The Golden Rule is considered by many to be a “masterpiece that 
demonstrates the originality of Jesus’ teaching.”  What do you think?  Do you see how Jesus’ rule 
differs from what historically preceded it?
4. At first glance Jesus’ instruction concerning the narrow gate and wide gate seems to tell you to 
take the more difficult path simply for the sake of difficulty.  Does the commentary help you 
understand what Jesus was saying?  Which of the four examples helped you the most?
5. Jesus’ saying concerning False Prophets often leaves people asking themselves “Would I really be 
able to recognize a false prophet today?”  Do our readings help you in anyway answer this question?  
How?


